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Thank you Mr. President. 

My name is Bahey Eldin Hassan and I am the founder and Director of the Cairo Institute 

for Human Rights Studies. 

24 years ago I was honoured toreceive my first training on UN mechanisms here in this 

building. But today I’m here because two days ago, upon the Egyptian government’s 

request, a Cairo court ordered the freezing of my personal assets, the assets of the Cairo 

Institute, and those of other leading rights defenders and organizations.  

This will effectively end the ability of many independent rights organizations to operate 

and continue their work on defending human rights and exposing unprecedented 

humanrights violations in Egypt.  

More severe rulings are expected in the coming period as more brave and principled 

defenders willrisk up to 25 years in prison under a recently-amended article that is 

allegedly placed to address terrorism but is being used against rights defenders. 

This effort to eradicate civil societycomes during a period of unprecedented government 

repression that has led to more radicalization; a time where civil society is needed the 

most. 

If this Council stays silent in face of the Egyptian government’s escalation, it should 

expect that other governments across the world may follow suit.  

Mr. President, I’m lucky. While I have only received death threats, tens of thousands of 

other peaceful Egyptians havebeen killed, tortured, imprisoned, or disappeared. I fear 

deeply for the future of the human rights movement in Egypt andeven more for the future 

of my country under this unprecedented type of corrupt, military authoritarianism.   


